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The 2013 AfG Workgroup recommended by consensus that new Septic Systems & SW be addressed 

separately, and that no allocation would be provided for septic systems, unless an OSDS had been on 

site previously. 

 

If the WQTAC is going to depart from this consensus decision, allocations to new sources should be 

made according to similar logic used for other allocations underlying the WIP. 

Those allocations were based on what can be reasonably expected from each sector using current state 

of the art and practice: 

 For major WWTPs, ENR = 2.4 lbs/yr; 

 For agriculture, optimal mixes of BMPs customized to each farm’s mix of crops and pasture, = 16 

lbs/acre; and 

 For stormwater, ESD to the MEP, = 4 lbs/ac/yr. 
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To treat new septic systems in an even handed fashion, they should receive an allocation equal to that 

of a BAT system indicated in the right hand column of the table above (BAT lbs/yr EOS).  Below, the 

middle column shows the offsets that would be necessary if septic systems were allocated loads 

consistent with an average household on sewer serviced by a treatment plant operating at ENR levels of 

treatment. The right hand column shows the offsets that would be required if they received an 

allocation equal to loads from a BAT system. 

 

These requirements would be straightforward to implement. Developers would have the options of 

installing BAT systems, paying a fee in lieu or purchasing nitrogen credits available on the market. 


